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deuce of that sincerity of it; but they were far from being the sum of things; for, in a word, he proved to be a most pious, sincere Christian, in all his ways ; and as this was attended with a natural sweetness in his disposition, modesty and generosity in his manner, and an excellent temper, free from all manner of pride or hypocrisy, it made him perfectly agreeable to all sorts of people ; those who were not like him, valued and honoured him, and the sober, religious part of men, were delighted in him beyond expressing.
He went on thus for near two years ; lived generally in the country ; and if he came to London, as occasion required, yet it appeared that his choice was rather for the country; especially, because he could not be long from his faithful assistant, the poor clergyman, who was upon all occasions, as we may say, clerk of the closet to him, and with whom he kept up a most religious but secret conversation, and had retirements with him, which none were acquainted with but themselves.
But in all this enjoyment of himself, and the retired life he had now placed his delight in, he found something still wanting too, as well to complete his happiness here, as to forward his progress in things of an eternal and durable nature; and he began to say to himself, that he had robbed himself of much of his comfort, in neglecting so long to have the assistance of that blessed creature, whom God had made the first instrument to touch his mind with a sense of good things.
These thoughts dwelt upon his heart a great while, and he found himself very uneasy: it occurred to him, that certainly, as it had pleased God to make that young woman give him the alarm, and strike his soul with the first sense of his wretched condition, he had certainly furnished her for his